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Everyday paople stopped by the murnf site wilh cameras, quaslions amd helping hands: Pamiing i moral wes feihe
opposite of being & toanst. Instead of m taking the pictures, | was the suliject of everyone eise’s photographs. | was
the spectacio, the other, the strange oid in arconventionally short skirts and tank tops working culsidd in the blazing sun
atop a rickely bamboo ladder. Yet despile all ry peculianties, the peapie of Yogia wers cunious and accapling,

Arya painted maorming 't might with me &t e electnic box, and many otfrers made magical contibutions inchuding Eddie,
Chedit, Alicks, Sam, Mie and Ingwikd, | was amazed by the skill and talent of the Apotik artisiz and by ihelr ceaseless
resourcofuingss and hospifally. | exparanced many levels of manity in indonosia ol wene missing in the LS. and i
was incredibly hard fo eome home. Then, when it was time for Apolik (o come o San Francisco. Hormaland Zocinty
mmiade IF-so difficult for them fo gl visas that ey almost didnt make #. After all the welcoming and kindness we had
recenved in Yogya, the behaviorof our govermmant towards ihe Indonesipns was painfi lowitness. The San Francisco
murals painied by Apotik include ominous images of consumernsm, homelessness and greed, Those are daving pickires
lo paint in @ ey wheve murals tend [o bo positive Bnd uplittimg. [ want to thank ol the Apolik artists and Meir fnands for
heing couragoous, britant and speaking the truth through art. Thank you thank you thank you, Sama-sama il fivdy
forowarin my hesrt a8 & trufy incriolifle phorarisian,

Throughout the sama-sama profect | fell chatienged by gender in ways that | was tolally unprepared for and ynalbie to
process untd recontly. In San Francisco it's possibls (o nrdefine, reclalm or reject gender idantily which has enalied me
{0 reach mew levels of personal axpression, i indonesia | fall ke & female artist again, lest in @ couslry of male artists
All aspects of my work suddeny fell fermining, from palathe fo conden!, from siyle to approach, Tiis made colaborating
with Apolik chafenging and comfusing, Secretly | longed lo be one of the guys. | wanted fo have lheir skilfs and
confidance, and share their relelionship Io super heroes, politfcs; istory and comics. Althaugh four of the CAMP artists
wars wamen, we had dificully sddressing the gemder fssue within our group and Supporting each other throughil.




‘A women, we wers coming from a different Background of training, approach and experisnce. For ekamply, wo wonm

working with opfimiztie imageny such as reinbows, binds. .ﬂmwa'lri'h'{mnr hair-do's. On the ather hand, our aoproach
was e avan-gands, we were working wilf expressionism, abstraction, minimalsm and refo-decorative designs and
ookors:
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Their limes- were smalier, lightar and mone detailed, their approach was aggressive and confident. Alhough | was
wmazod by ail the arl and creative enargy in Indanesta, | fall ke half of the picture was nrisaing due 1o the lack of visibie
mmmimmmm hﬂampuﬂbmtﬁmﬂuﬁmms&n and bayond.




